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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

reproduction protection method comprising: 
±aching medixim protection data, which are specific 
to a dataVmedium, to main data which represent an 
original signal, and conveying said medium protection 
data and main (iata by said data medium; 



and medium protection data 
reproduction apparatus; 
)rotec|tion data which are 
pparatus, within said 



supplying s^d m? 
via said data mediuM to a 

generating appar^u 
specific to said reprodu 
reproduction apparatus; 

determining a pVotectoton^evel by combining the 
medium protection datk and the )toparatus protection data; 




25 



and 

controlling said reproduction aptparatus to utilize 
said main data to reproduce said origi^^l signal in 
accordance with said protection level. 

2* A reproiiuction apparatus providing reproduction 
protection, for op^ipating on main data which are conveyed 
by a data medium/and represent an original signal and on 
medium prot^G^tipm dalta which are specific to said data 
medium and are/c^n^yed by said data medium, the 
apparatus comprising 

means for generating apparatus protection data which 
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are\ specific to said reproduction apparatus; 

tieans for defining a protection level based on said 
medium protection data and apparatus protection data in 
combination; and 

mean"^ for executing reproduction of said original 
signal by Utilizing said main data, including means for 
selectively \restricting said reproduction in accordance 
with said protection level. 



conveyed by said data medium, the 

detecting said medium protection 



10 3. A reproduce i/bVi apparatus providing reproduction 

protection, for /operating on main data which are conveyed 
by a data medium and represent an original signal and on 
medium protect/ion q^ta which are specific to said data 
medium and ar^ 
15 apparatus com^ri^ing) 
means (ip, 11) 

data to obtaiti a mediu\rLprotection signal expressing said 
medium protection levei; 

means (12) for generating an apparatus protection 
20 signal expressing an apparatus protection level which has 
been assigned to said reproduction apparatus; 

means (13) responsive to said medium protection 
signal and apparatus protection signal for determining a 
final protection level in accordance with a combination 
25 of said medium protection Idvel and apparatus protection 
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level, and generating a final protection level signal 
expressing said final protection level; 

Vmeans (15) for utilizing said main data to execute 
reproduction of said original signal, including means 
(14) refeponsive to said final protection level signal for 
selectively restricting said reproduction in accordance 
with saidXfinal protection level. 
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4. A repro\iuction apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said main data are conveyed by said data medium 



after having 
reproducti 
decoding a](id mea 
wherein sa 
reproduction of th 
controlling at least one 



pressed and encoded, wherein said 

eludes means (15a, 15b, 15c) for 
impressing said main data, and 
ectively restricting 
al signal comprise means for 
of said decoding means and said 



decompressing \peans \.n ac^cordance with said final 
protection leve'S 



20 5. A reproduction apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said main data aomprise video data which are 
conveyed by said data medium after having been compressed 
by applying a transform operation upon each of fixed-size 
blocks of pixel values witl^n each frame of a video 
25 signal, wherein said decompressing means includes means 
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(1^) for applying an inverse transform operation, and 
wherWn said means for selectively restricting, 
reproduction of the original signal serves to selectively 
elimina\e specific ones of a plurality of transform 
coefficients utilized in executing said inverse transform 
operation. 
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6. A reproduction apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said main data are conveyed by said data medium 
after having been compressed, guantized and encoded, 
wherein said reproduction apparatus includes means (15b) 



for dequantizing^ 
for selectively xi 



7. A reprodi 
wherein said me, 



lin data, and wherein said means 
Ldting reproduction of the original 
signal comprise me^^s for controlling said dequantizing 
means in accordafh;^ With said final protection level. 



ratus according to claim 3, 
selectively restricting 
reproduction of the orig^inal signal comprise means (52, 
62) for periodically omil\ting selected portions of said 
main data from use by said reproduction control means in 
reproducing said original sagnal. 
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8. A reproduction apparatusX according to claim 7, 
wherein each of said selected portions comprises at least 



# 
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oiT^ digital data sample. 

9. A, reproduction apparatus according to claim 1 , 
whereinVsaid main data express a digital video signal, 
and wherein each of said selected portions comprises at 
least one video signal frame. 



10. A reproduction apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said m^ns for selectively restricting 
10 reproduction of Ithe original signal comprises gradation 
control means (5l\ 63^) selectively varying a number 

of signal aiaplitudeygradations which can be expressed by 
each data sampleNq^/^ai^ main data. 

15 11. A reproducti'on apjf^^tus according to claim 3, 
wherein said means for selectively restricting 
reproduction of the original signal comprises 
controllable digital low-p^s filter means (61) for 
filtering said main data, to\ thereby controllably vary a 

20 bandwidth of a reproduced oria(inal signal obtained from 
said apparatus. 
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12. A reproduction apparatus according to claim 3, 
wherein said medium protection data specify a medium 
protection level and protection position information, and 
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wherein said protection position information specifies a 
por-tion of said main data which is to subjected to 
reproduction restriction in accordance with said final 
protectYon level . 

13. A reproduction apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein said^ main data comprise a digital video signal, 
and wherein s&id protection position information 
specifies at least one region within each of a plurality 
of frames of saxd video signal. 

14. A reprodtt^ti^ apparatus according to claim 3, 
further comprisip^M severity modification 
means, operabl^ for modifying said final protection level 
which is determined by\ said combination of medium 
protection data and apparatus protection data, to obtain 
a modified final protection level. 

15- A reproduction apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein said severity modification means comprise a 
manually operable switch (31)\ provided on said 
reproduction apparatus, and severity modification circuit 
means (30) coupled to said switch and coupled to receive 
a signal representing said final protection level, for 
modifying said final protection lyevel in accordance with 
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a getting position of said switch and thereby producing 
an (Output signal expressing a modified final protection 
level\ 

16. A reproduction apparatus according to claim 15, 
wherein s^^id final protection level has a value which 
defines one^ of a plurality of successively increasing 
degrees of restriction of reproduction of said original 
signal, extenaing between a minimum and a maximum degree 
of restriction A and wherein said severity modification 
means is responsVve to a change in said setting position 
of the switch f orXcha^ioirftg only said minimum degree of 
restriction. ^\^x/ / 

17. A data mediijm forJ\cansf erring main data 
representing an original signal to a reproduction 
apparatus, to. reproduce\ said original signal by said 
reproduction apparatus, wherein said data medium further 
transfers medium protect i&n data which are specific to 
said data medium and wherein said reproduction apparatus 
generates apparatus protection data which are specific to 
said reproduction apparatus, \said medium protection data 
and apparatus protection data\in combination specifying a 
degree of restriction on said ireproduction of the 
original signal by said reproduction apparatus. 




